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Art Unit: 3643 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall conclude witli one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 15-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. For claim 15, in line 3, the phrase "a container 
connector container" is unclear because it is uncertain if Applicant is claiming the 
container 12 or the connector 3. In lines 5 & 1 1 , the phrase "the container connector" 
lacks prior antecedent (because the unclear matter in line 3). In lines 6 & 12, the phrase 
"the container" lacks prior antecedent basis. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl^ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lawrence (6371055) in view of McCarthy (4269150) and Maglich (5709172). 

For claim 15, Lawrence teaches a leash comprising an elongate strap 300 having 
a first end (at ref. 304) and a second end (at ref. 204B), the first end having a collar 
connector 304 for connection to an animal collar, the second end having a container 
connector container (either 202, 204B, or 204A since the language is unclear) being 
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constructed from a substantially flexible material (col. 4, lines 1-19) and having a 
substantially rectangular upper portion 202 and triangular lower portion 202A, and 
including a strap connector 204A provided at or adjacent to an apex of the triangular 
lower portion for connection to the container connector 204B, and the container 
including a leash handle 206 at an opposite side of the triangular lower portion 202A 
substantially opposite the apex of the lower portion 202A, the leash handle being 
disposed substantially parallel to the opposite side and being adapted to be grasped by 
the hand of the user. However, Lawrence is silent about the whole shape of the body 
being triangular and wherein the leash includes a slideable connector slideably mounted 
about the strap so as to be capable of moving along the strap, the slideable connector 
being adapted to engage with the container connector to allow the leash to be attached 
about a fixed object without the container or handle being attached to the leash. 

McCarthy teaches in the same field of endeavor of a leash as Lawrence in which 
McCarthy employs a triangular shaped container 10 with an apex 11 and handle 16 
opposite the apex. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to employ a triangular shape as taught by McCarthy for 
the container of Lawrence, since a mere change in size or shape of a component is 
generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. 

Maglich teaches in the same field of endeavor of a leash as Lawrence in which 
Maglich employs a leash 10 that includes a slideable connector 16 slideably mounted 
about the strap so as to be capable of moving along the strap, the slideable connector 
being adapted to engage with the container connector to allow the leash to be attached 
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about a fixed object witliout tine container or lianclle being attached to tlie leash. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to employ a slideable connector as taught by Maglich on the leash of 
Lawrence in order to allow a user to attach the leash to a fixed object. 
5. Claims 16-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lawrence as modified by McCarthy and Maglich as applied to claim 15 above, and 
further in view of Jordan (6715449). 

For claim 16, Lawrence as modified by McCarthy and Maglich teaches the leash 
connected to a collar but is silent about a collar having a strap connector adapted to 
engage the collar connector. 

Jordan teaches in the same field of endeavor of animal control as Lawrence as 
modified by McCarthy and Maglich in which Jordan employs a collar 50 having a strap 
connector 400 adapted to engage the collar connector. It would have been obvious to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ a collar 
with a strap connector as taught by Jordan as the preferred collar in the leash system of 
Lawrence as modified by McCarthy and Maglich in order to allow a user to attach the 
collar to the leash. 

For claim 17, in addition to the above, Jordan further teaches wherein the collar 
includes a fastening loop 400 (near buckle 150) for attaching one or more of: a 
registration tag; an identification tag; a light emitting device. It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to employ a 
fastening loop as taught by Jordan in the collar of Lawrence as modified by McCarthy, 
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Maglich and Jordan in order to allow a user to attach an ID tag to the collar for 
identification of the animal. 

For claim 18, in addition to the above, Jordan further wherein the collar includes 
a collar fastening means 1 50 for fastening the collar about the animal, the fastening 
means being provided substantially adjacent to the fastening loop 400. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to employ a collar fastening means as taught by Jordan in the collar of Lawrence as 
modified by McCarthy, Maglich and Jordan in order to allow adjustability of the collar. 

For claims 19 & 20, Lawrence as modified by McCarthy, Maglich and Jordan 
wherein the collar strap connector is fixedly mounted on the collar in a location 
substantially opposite the fastening loop (because of the location of refs. 400 opposite 
of each other). 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Son T. Nguyen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6889. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu from 10:00am to 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on 571-272-6891 . The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tine status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Son T. Nguyen/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3643 



